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INTRODUCTION 

The United States Forest Service (USFS) investigated the Pfeiffer Fire which was reported to the Monterey 

County Communications Center at approximately 11:46 PM on Sunday, December 15, 2013, within the Los 

Padres National Forest boundary. The first caller observed flames on Pfeiffer Ridge across from the Big Sur 

Lodge, which is located along Highway 1 in Big Sur, California.  

The cause of the fire was determined to be high resistance heating of the Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water Company 

electrical control wires immediately adjacent to a steel water pipe line 

DETAILS 

APPLICABLE STATUTES 

Timber set afire- 18 USC 1855 
 

Causing timber, trees, slash, brush or grass to burn-36 CFR 261.5 (c)Causing a fire - California 
Health and Safety Code 13001 

 
Liability for damage from starting a fire - California Health and Safety Code 13007 

 
Fire Suppression costs collectible - California Health and Safety Code 13009 

 
Causing a fire - California Public Resource Code Section 4435 

 
 

Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water Company Special Use Permits 

The Los Padres National Forest issued a Special Use Permit (SUP) to the Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water 

Company on March 28, 1985. The Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water Company SUP permitted the construction, 

operation, and maintenance of “a buried well with 10 H.P. submersible pump and a buried 2-inchgalvanized 

water pipeline for domestic water supply.” The permitted installation was a strip of NFS lands five feet in width 

located in the following Township and Range: T19S, R2E, MDB&M, Section 30, Lot 5 thence along the USFS 

Right of Way over Pfeiffer Ridge Road within to T19S, R1E, MDB&M, Section 25, S1/2, NE ¼, N1/2, N1/2, 

SW1/4. A sketch is attached to the permit. (EXHIBIT 1 USFS SUP Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water Company, 

March 28, 1985)  
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Corporate Filing for Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water and Road Company 

A search of databases showed that the Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water and Road Company is a non-profit 

corporation in the state of California. A search of California Secretary of State databases shows that the Pfeiffer 

Ridge Mutual Water and Road Company is assigned a corporation number of . The California 

Secretary of State also lists  as the  of the Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water and 

Road Company. (EXHIBIT 2 California Secretary of State Electronic Business Entity Search result for 

Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water and Road Company) 

Confirmation of Interested Party  

Special Agent (S/A)  called a listed number for . A female answered the phone 

and told S/A  that she was  and that  is  of the Pfeiffer 

Ridge Mutual Water and Road Company. 

S/A  called and spoke with Los Padres National Forest  

 processes all the payment invoices for permittees on the Los Padres National Forest. 

confirmed that  is listed as the  for the Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water and Road 

Company in the USFS payment system for special use permit payments.  confirmed that the Pfeiffer 

Ridge Mutual Water and Road Company had paid its permit fees in 2013 and 2014. 

***** 
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EXHIBITS 
 

Number  Description Of Exhibit Page 

1 USFS SUP Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water Company, March 28, 1985 2 

2 California Secretary of State Electronic Business Entity Search result for 

Pfeiffer Ridge Mutual Water and Road Company 
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